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The Hood Canal Salmon Enhancement Group (HCSEG) 

is pleased to present the Annual Report for 2010, which 

covers habitat restoration, environmental education, 

salmon restoration, and research in the Hood  Canal 

watershed. These wide-ranging accomplishments would 

not be possible without the extraordinary volunteers, 

board of directors, members, staff, and project partners 

that work diligently together to restore wild salmon 

populations throughout the Hood Canal. One of 14 

Regional Fisheries Enhancement Groups in Washington 

State, the Hood Canal Salmon Enhancement Group 

covers the region that includes all streams emptying into 

Hood Canal south of the Hood Canal floating Bridge. 

The watershed includes rivers from the Olympic 

mountains and low elevation streams of the Kitsap and 

Tahuya Peninsulas. The Skokomish River is the largest 

drainage, although, the Dosewallips, Duckabush, Hama 

Hama, and Quilicene Rivers are also significant in size. 

These snow and glacier fed streams start high in the 

Olympic Mountains, and descend steeply into the west 

side of the Hood Canal, creating distinctive conditions 

for salmon. The east side of Hood Canal is more 

characterized by lowland streams that originate from 

extensive wetland complexes. These streams are 

typically smaller than those of the west side, and include 

some of the most intact salmon habitat in the Hood 

Canal watershed. Among them are Big Beef Creek and 

the Dewatto, Tahuya and Union Rivers. Generally, these 

lowland streams have more low-gradient spawning 

habitat. Not surprisingly, most Hood Canal salmon 

stocks are genetically distinct from Puget Sound and 

Coastal salmon. The Hood Canal region supports fall 

chinook, summer chum, pink salmon, fall chum, coho, 

steelhead and sea-run cutthroat. HCSEG works with 

numerous partners on restoration projects and programs. 

These partners have amassed nineteen years of working 

together to make a better future for the wildlife and 

communities of Hood Canal. As an organization, the 

HCSEG has utilized State and Federal pass-through 

funds, as well as local agencies, businesses, 

community organizations and individuals for basic 

infrastructure and support for the programs and 

projects that are undertaken.  Local, hands-on 

community involvement is essential to our success.   

Therefore, we would like to thank our dedicated 

partners and members, and the tireless volunteers for 

their valuable help in all that has been accomplished 

in 2010. Your work is vitally important to preserving 

wild salmon for generations to come! 

 

 

 

 

 

2010 Board of Directors: 

President:  Jim Culver 

Vice President:  Dan OôNeal 

Treasurer: Rich Chwaszczewski 

Secretary:  Michelle Licari 

Al Adams 

Paul Ancich  

Tom Brown 

Larry De Paul 

Bob Hager 

Bruce Moran 

Joel Pillers 

Bob Sund 

 

Staff Members: 

Neil Werner, Executive Director 

Dan Hannafious, Assistant Director 

Mona Pillers, Executive Assistant 

Bonnie Organ, Administrative Assistant 

Kim Gower, Project Administrator 

Julie Easton, Volunteer Coordinator 

Renee Rose-Scherdnik, Water Quality 

 Specialist  

Mendy Harlow, Habitat Biologist 

Teresa Sjostrom, Steelhead and Marine 

  Specialist 

Sean Hildebrandt, Stream and Debris  

Specialist 

Don Husted, Field & Maintenance Tech 

Daniel Heide, Grounds 

 

Resource Team: 

Butch Boad 

Deb Triplett-Gillum 

Alex Gooley 

Dick Evans 

Karen Lippy 

PO Box 2169 

Belfair, WA 98528 

Phone:  360-275-3575 

Email:  info@hcseg.org 

Web:  www.hcseg.org 

Tax ID# 91-1518294 

mailto:info@hcseg.org
http://www.hcseg.org/
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2010 Summary of Accomplishments 
Estuary Dike Removedééééééééé.. 2400 Ft 
Knotwead Removalééééééééééé.. 61.6 acres 
Riparian Habitat Replantedééééééé..   27.5 acres 
Smolt Traps Operatedééééééééé..       8 
Fish Releasedééééééééééééé. 76,807 
Carcass Analog material distributedéé.é.   1,260 lbs 
Volunteersééééééééééééééé.   178 
Volunteer Hourséééééééééééé..  5,699.5 
Presentation & Educational Eventséééé        64 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOB SUND 

 

We would like to 

thank our former 

HCSEG Board 

Member Bob Sund 

who served on the 

HCSEG Board for 

15 years.  Bob is a 

retired teacher and 

coach with 30 years in public school education.  He has 

been an active member of HCSEG and Kiwanis.  Bob 

received his Bachelor Degree from Univ. of Puget 

Sound and his Masters from the Univ. of WA. HCSEG 

has been honored to have Bob as Board Member for 

such a length of time.  Bobôs dedication to wild salmon 

and hard work is very greatly appreciated.  

 

 

PAUL GEORGE 

ANCICH  

1961-2010 

On October 6, 2010 we 

lost our good friend and 

colleague, Paul, who 

served on our Board, as 

the President of the RFEG 

Coalition; and was the 

Project Manager of many 

of our restoration projects.  

Paulôs enthusiasm for 

salmon restoration and wild salmon was much 

appreciated and enjoyed by all.  His legacy will be 

continued through a scholarship founded by the RFEG 

Coalition. 

 

 

 

2010 Financial Summary  

 

Income 
Federal Grants and Contracts $   342,691.08 

State Grants and Contracts $1,374,810.18 
Private $     11,252.02 
 
Total 

 
$1,728.753.28 

 
Expenses 

 

Habitat Restoration Projects $ 1,095,981.51 
Research Programs $       2,128.46 
Education & Outreach $     54,754.55 
Scholarships $     22,500.00 
Administration $   361,833.83 
Office & Equipment $     65,179.04 
 
Total: 

 
$1,602,377.39 
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HABITAT            

RESTORATION 
 
 

KNOTWEED CONTROL AND RIPARIAN 

ENHANCEMENT PROJECT  

 

Knotweed is an extremely aggressive, non-native plant 

that was imported from Asia as a garden ornamental.    

Salmon ecologists are 

concerned about 

Knotweed because of 

its capability to 

smother native species 

and lower habitat 

biodiversity, water use 

and competition with 

native plants.   Riparian planting with native plants 

stabilize vulnerable stream banks, filter pollution, shade 

waterways and provide essential wildlife habitat.  It 

provides a strong and diverse root system that protects 

the banks during high flow events, fixes Nitrogen and 

produces multiform soil conditions.   

 

In June through October of 2010, HCSEG partnered  

with the Mission Creek Womenôs Corrections facility to 

treat 61.6 acres of knotweed on the Union, Dewatto 

and Tahuya Rivers.  Certified applicators treated large 

areas of Knotweed using an herbicide that is specifically 

labeled for aquatic use.  The Knotweed control methods 

employed by trained HCSEG personnel follow protocols 

defined by the Hood Canal Regional Knotweed Control 

Strategy.  

 
BIQ QUILCENE  - Flood Plain Restoration 

 

The Big Quilcene River has suffered  adverse effects 

from the past 50 years due to the loss of river 

connectivity with the floodplain due to extensive diking.  

The loss of sinuosity and connectivity with the 

floodplain has also resulted in a reduction in habitat 

complexity due to the loss of pools, a reduction in access 

to floodplain vegetation, and wood recruitment.  In 

2001, HCSEG completed a combination of culvert  

replacements, 1100 feet of dike removal and 

restructuring the delta cone for collective ecosystems 

benefits.  This restoration will now allow the river to re-

establish a natural floodplain and allow a broader area of 

tidal exchange. 

 

KLINGLE WETLANDS - Restoration 

 

Approximately 1,300 feet of dike was removed in the 

estuarine environment of the Union River delta in order 

to return the area to a more naturally functioning 

condition.  Approximately 60% of the 21.89 acres of this 

project area was restored to a high salt marsh wetland. 

 

Hama Hama River - Flood Plain Restoration 

 

The Hama Hama River was diked in the early 1900ôs 

disrupting the normal flow to the North Fork and 

channelizing the South Fork.  This essentially altered the 

estuary function to Hood Canal and created a situation 

for seals and shore birds to more easily prey on salmon 

returning to their spawning beds.  HCSEG completed a 

breach of the North dike and installed two engineered 

log jams and five habitat log structures.  A 36ò culvert 

and access road were also removed and 50 feet of 

channel was reconstructed.   

 

 

EDUCATION 
 

 
Environmental Explorations 

For the past 10 years, the HCSEG has hosted 

Environmental Explorations for students around the 

Hood Canal region. In May, approximately, 100 students 

participated in this environmental awareness and 

discovery event which included many hand-on and 

interactive activities. 

Presentations and 

concepts were first 

introduced in the 

classroom.  Classroom 

presentations prepared 

the students to 

participate in the WA 

NatureMapping 

Program and provided techniques to strengthen their 

awareness and discovery skills.  The day event included 

interactive activities that focused on expanding student 

awareness of the environment around them.  These 

activities included a GPS hunt to find what hides 

beneath the water surface, an Eagle Eye awareness 

game, and a boating safety interactive course designed 

for future researchers.  Also at the event, students 

participated in the Washington NatureMapping program 

by journaling their observations for monitoring local 

bird and wildlife populations of the lower Hood Canal.   

Together in small groups; 4-5 students and one trained 

field mentor, each spread out in different habitat areas 

(forest,  estuary, open grass, etc) on the grounds of the 

Farm at Waterôs Edge to identify and record bird and 

wildlife observations.  All  bird and wildlife observations 

were collected after the event, summarized and later 

shared with each of the attending classrooms.   This 
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event motivated many classrooms to start a 

NatureMapping/monitoring project at their own school! 

The success of this event was due to 30 committed 

volunteers and with support from  WA State Parks and 

the WA Department of Fish and Wildlife.  

 

Washington NatureMapping-Nearshore Workshop 

In May the HCSEG 

hosted a two-day 

Nature Mapping 

workshop focused 

on exploring the 

shorelines of Hood 

Canal. The 

workshop provided 

the skills to identify 

creatures and to record and report observations.  The 

objectives and activities presented in the workshop were 

geared towards individuals as well as for integration into 

classrooms and community interests.  The first day was 

set in the classroom learning the methods of observing 

and reporting. The second day, involved a field 

exploration and reporting on the beach at Twanoh State 

Park. The overall goal of the WA NatureMapping 

workshop was an attempt to build a statewide diversity 

report card by monitoring local trends.  The workshop 

was successful due to support from volunteers and the 

WA State Parks.  Future WA NatureMapping workshops 

are scheduled in 2011. 

 

Do Some Good for the Hood  
In the spring, HCSEG was one of 

many organizations who partnered 

with our local Hood Canal 

Watershed Education Network 

(HCWEN) and the Puget Sound 

Partnershipôs ñPuget Sound Starts 

Hereò campaign to provide a 

monthôs worth of volunteer and environmental outreach 

activities as a call to action for people living in the 

watershed.  The program was titled ñDo Some Good for 

the Hoodò a name provided by a local 7
th
 grade class 

from Hawkins Middle School.  HCSEG sponsored about 

four events, one of which was our Hood Canal DogFest.    

 

Hood Canal DogFest 
In June, as part of the ñDo Some Good for the Hoodò 

activities, the HCSEG organized a watershed-wide dog 

festival aimed at educating dog owners about proper pet 

waste management.  The free event invited dogs to 

participate in the dayôs activities.  HCSEG partnered 

with Mason County Health Department to help with 

providing a ñscoop the poopò education booth and some 

of the water quality messages, vendors attended, 

HCSEG put on some games and art activities, and 

owners and their dogs were introduced to the Farm 

at Waterôs Edge dog-friendly walking trail.  Mason 

4H dog clubs came with their agility equipment, 

providing demos and lessons for dogs of any skill 

level. It was a fun way to target this specific 

audience. 
 

Adventure Salmon Camp 
In August, fifteen campers 

(ages 11-15), took part in our 

annual Adventure Salmon 

Overnight Camp, a journey 

around Hood Canal exploring 

the watershed and learning 

about salmon.  Two youth counselors (both returning 

campers) joined the HCSEG camp staff on this five day, 

four night adventure.  

 

This year, adventures included 

kayaking Dewatto Bay and the 

lower reaches of the river, 

snorkeling, swimming and 

identifying stream bugs.  An 

afternoon was spent on board 

the 65 ft. research 

vessel, Indigo, 

provided by Service, 

Education, 

Adventure (SEA).  

On board, campers 

rotated through 

stations which 

included exploring 

and collecting 

plankton, viewing plankton under a microscope, lessons 

in navigation and stewardship.  Campers also had an 

opportunity to view porpoises in northern Hood Canal 

and a visit with the Skokomish Tribe for sharing stories 

and culture.  There were plenty of games and tracking 

activities; learning what it was like to be hunted through 

a predator-prey game, and learning how salmon return to 

their natal stream through a scent activity. Campers also 

made some unique creations in a fused glass art activity 

with materials and kiln time donated by local artist, 

Marcia Hildebrandt.  One evening while roasting 

Sômores, campers were serenaded by a barred owl. 

 

The camps are designed to help kids connect to the 

natural world, building outdoor experiences through 

education and adventure.  We hope that through these 

experiences they gain a greater appreciation for nature 

and will be motivated to conserve and protect the 

environment. 

 

 


